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SUBJECT: BELGIAN GOVERNMENT VIEWS ON SPAIN AND NATO 

REF: MADRID 4751 

SUMMARY: FOREIGN MINISTRY CHIEP OP NATO APPAIRS, ERIK BAL 
SUMMARIZES CURRENT BELGIAN GOVERNMENT VIEWS ON HOW TO 
TREAT ISSUE OF SPAIN’S POSSIBLE MEMBERSHIP IN NATO. 

BELGIANS SUGGEST PATIENCE AND NO NATO OR NATO COUNTRY 
INITIATIVES TO THAT END. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE BELGIAN POREIGN MINISTRY HAS JUST COMPLETED A 
REVIEW OP HOW TO ACHIEVE THE ULTIMATE GOAL OP HAVING 
SPAIN JOIN NATO POR THE NEW SOCIALIST POREIGN MINISTER 
HENRI SIMONET. THE BELGIAN ANALYSIS OP PRESENT POST- 
ELECTORAL SITUATION IN SPAIN, WHICH WAS REVIEWED WITH 
US, IS STRIKINGLY SIMILAR TO THAT PROVIDED REPTEL. 

2. FROM THEIR ANALYSIS, THE BELGIANS HAVE DRAWN THE 
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POLLOWING GENERAL CONCLUSIONS: 

(A) IN ORDER POR SPAIN TO BECOME AN EFPECTIVE MEMBER 
OP NATO, SPAIN'S MEMBERSHIP SHOULD NOT BE A POLITICAL ISSU 
BETWEEN THE TWO MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES. WHEN SPAIN JOINS 
NATO, IT SHOULD DO SO WITH AS MUCH OF A DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
CONSENSUS AS POSSIBLE. 
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(B) THE PSOE IS A VIABLE, MODERATELY LEFTIST, 

ALTERNATIVE TO THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD UCD. AS SUCH, THE 
PSOE IS A VALUABLE ELEMENT FOR THE LONGTERM FUNCTIONING 
OF DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS IN SPAIN. (AN ELEMENT THE 
BELGIANS NOTE IS LACKING IN ITALY.) THE WEST SHOULD TREAT 
THE PSOE AS SUCH AND NOT SEEK SHORT-TERM ADVANTAGES 
WITH THE UCD WHICH MIGHT SERVE TO PROMPT AN UNFAVORABLE 
REACTION FROM THE PSOE. 

(C) PRESENT POLITICS IN SPAIN ARE BEING PLAYED OUT 
AGAINST A RENEWED SENSE OF PRIDE, BORDERING ON ARROGANCE. 
SPANISH PRIDE IS BASED PARTLY ON NATIONAL TRADITIONS, 

PARTLY ON A JUSTIFIED SENSE OF ACCOMPLISHMENT IN 
PEACEFULLY CONVERTING THE GOVERNMENT FROM A DICTATORSHIP 
INTO A DEMOCRACY. ALL ELEMENTS IN THE SPANISH POLITICAL 
SPECTRUM ARE AFFECTED TO SOME EXTENT BY THIS PHENOMENON, 
WHICH ADDS TO THE DIFFICULTIES IN TREATING WITH THEM. 

IT IS A MAJOR FACTOR AND MUST BE TAKEN INTO FULL ACCOUNT. 

3. THE BELGIANS BELIEVE THAT THERE IS A GOOD CHANCE THAT 
THE PSOE CAN BE BROUGHT AROUND TO A POSITION FAVORING 
SPAIN'S MEMBERSHIP IN NATO GIVEN SUFFICIENT TIME AND THE 
PROPER TACTICS. THEY BELIEVE THAT NATO COUNTRIES SHOULD 
REFRAIN FROM PRESSING SPAIN ON NATO MEMBERSHIP, BUT OPEN 
AS MANY CHANNELS AS POSSIBLE TO SHOW THE ADVANTAGES OF 
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MEMBERSHIP AND LET THE SPANISH DRAW THEIR OWN CONCLUSIONS. 
THEY FURTHER BELIEVE THAT THE MILITARY ASPECTS OF NATO 
SHOULD BE PLAYED DOWN AND THE POLITICAL ALLIANCE/ 
CONSULTATIVE MECHANISM ASPECT OF NATO AS A GROUP OF 
NORTH ATLANTIC DEMOCRACIES SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED. 

4. IN THE BELGIAN VIEW, NATO SHOULD NOT UNDERTAKE AN 
ACTIVIST ROLE FOR THE MOMENT AND SHOULD NOT URGE SPAIN 
TO APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP. FYI: THE BELGIANS ARE ONCERNED 
THAT NATO SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS MAY IGNORE THE DELICACY 
OF THE PRESENT SITUATION IN SPAIN AND COME OUT WITH A 
CHARACTERISTIC, BLUNT APPROACH WHICH WOULD NOT SERVE THE 
COMMON GOAL. END FYI. CHAMBERS 
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